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Eng 2901 I Spring 2017 
Structure of English 
Prof. Angela Vietto 
3345 Coleman 
Office hours: M 2-3; WF 2-3:30; 
R 1-3:30; and by appointment 
Text/cell: 217-549-3203 (9 am to 9 pm) 
arvietto@eiu.edu 
This course is an introduction to the grammar of English. "Grammar" is a term that means 
something different to professional students of language (linguists) than it does to others. So we 
will begin by exploring what grammar is and the distinction between descriptive and prescriptive 
approaches to grammar. Over the course of the semester, the o�jectives of the course are for you 
to learn to 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
diagram phrases and sentences 
employ concepts and technical terms related to grammar and linguistics 
describe and analyze how sentences are constructed in English 
recognize and appreciate varieties of English 
use grammatical and linguistic knowledge to make careful choices in your own speech 
and writing and/ or to improve your ability to teach oral or written English 
Textbooks from TRS 
van Gelderen, An Introduction to the Grammar if English, revised edition 
Rickerson and Hilton (eds.), The 5-Minute Linguist, 2nd edition 
Additional readings, including short video lectures, will be distributed in D2L. 
Students with disabilities-If you have a documented disability and wish to receive 
academic accommodations, please contact the Office ofDisability Services (581-6583) as soon as 
possible. 
The Student Success Center--Students who are having difficulty achieving their 
academic goals are encouraged to contact the Student Success Center 
(http://www.eiu.edu/-success) for assistance with time management, test taking, note taking, 
avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other skills to support academic achievement. The 
Student Success Center provides individualized consultations. To make an appointment, call 
217-581-6696, or go to 9th Street Hall, Room 1302. 
Academic Integrity-Students are expected to maintain principles of academic integrity 
and conduct as defined in EIU's Code of Conduct (http://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php). 
Violations will be reported to the Office of Student Standards. 
The Electronic Writing Portfolio-Any written project of 750 words or longer 
(excluding fiction or poetry) written for this class would be suitable for submission to the EWP. 
Submissions must be made by the last day of finals week at the end of the semester. Earlier 
deadlines apply for graduating seniors. 
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Attendance- Make-up privileges will be granted only for exmsed absences as defined by 
the University. This policy includes in-class work and tests. Here is the relevant passage from the 
Undergraduate Catalog: "Instructors will grant make-up privileges (when make-up is possible) to 
students for properly verified absences due to illness, emergency, or participation in an official 
University activity; and such absences will not militate against students in classes in which 
attendance is used directly in determining final grades. It is the student's responsibility to initiate 
plans for make-up work and to complete it promptly." 
If you have a planned unexcused absence (like those for weddings, out-of-town doctor 
appointments, court dates, etc.) on the date of a test, this problem may be dealt with by taking 
the test in advance. Again, it is the student's responsibility to initiate a plan for taking a test by 
speaking to me at least one week in advance of the planned absence. 
Neither make-up nor early presentation is possible in the case of group presentations. 
Finally, please note the grading policy for the participation grade, which will be affected 
by the regularity of your attendance. 
Cell Phones-Turn off your cell phone and put it away inside a book bag or purse as 
soon as you come into the classroom. If that means you have a few minutes to wait before class 
starts, instead of simply being bored, I invite you to transition into class by talking with your 
classmates or reviewing the notes you have made in preparation for our day's work. Also, please 
note that ignoring the cell phone policy will negatively affect your participation grade (see the 
grading policy for participation). Repeated, flagrant disregard of this policy may result in the 
student being asked to leave. 
English Teacher Education Majors-Students seeking Teacher Certification in English 
Language Arts should provide each of their English Department professors with a copy of the 
yellow "Application for English Department Approval to Student Teach" before the end of the 
semester. These forms are available in a rack outside the office of Dr. Melissa Ames (3821 
Coleman Hall). 
The English Department Statement on Plagiarism-Any teacher who discovers an act of 
plagiarism-"The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another 
author, and representation of them as one's own original work" (Random House Dictionaiy of the 
English Language)-has the right and responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an 
appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate assignments of a grade ofF for the assigned 
essay and a grade ofF for the course, and to report the incident to the Office of Student 
Standards. Respect for the work of others should encompass all formats, including print, 
electronic, and oral sources. 
G di ra ngan d M  · A · a.1or ssurnments • F" al G d" Seal 111 ra 1112: e 
Participation 15% A 90-100% 
Homework 10% 8 80-89.99% 
Group presentation & poster 10% c 70-79.99% 
Final essay & portfolio 10% D 60-69.99% 
Test 1 10% F 59.99% and below 
Test 2 10% 
Test 3 10% 
Test 4 10% 
Final exam 15% 
Participating fully in each class session will greatly enhance your ability to master the 
course material. What does full participation mean? It means showing up on time, giving 100% 
of your attention to class activities for 50 minutes, using body language to communicate your 
interest and readiness to learn, treating classmates with respect, and taking part in all activities 
(including discussions, board work, and in class writing) with good will. 
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Here's how participation will be graded: each class session is worth 4 points. If you show 
up on time and participate fully, you will receive 4 points. Failure to participate fully will result in 
deductions. Deductions for arriving late or leaving early will be in proportion to the amount of 
class time you miss. Having your cell phone out during class will result in a 2-point deduction; 
using a phone during class, working on homework for another class, or other attempts to 
multitask will take off 3 points. 
There are 43 class sessions, which means there are 172 possible participation points. 
Every 10 points equals 1 % of the final grade (participation is worth 15% of the final grade). So 
there are 22 points worth of possible extra credit in this category-or you can use those possible 
extra credit points to miss a few classes (excused or unexcused) and still be able to do well in 
participation. Please don't consider this as encouraging you to skip class unnecessarily. I urge you 
to attend every session if possible. (Also, see the attendance policy.) Participating fully in each 
class session will greatly enhance your ability to master the course material. 
Homework 
Homework will include practice diagramming phrases and sentences as well as other 
exercises and short essays designed to help you meet the course learning objectives. When 
homework is diagramming, bring it to class on paper. All other homework should be typed and 
turned in on D2L. 
Homework will be graded on completeness. Keep your returned homework to help you 
prepare for tests and the final. 
Group presentation & poster 
At the beginning of the semester, I will assign you to a group that will be responsible for 
a presentation and poster on a topic in linguistics. The presentation will be for our class; the 
poster will be for the English Student Conference on April 19. There will be several preliminary 
assignments for both the presentation and the poster. 
Final essay & portfolio 
Over the course of the semester, a number of the homework assignments will ask you to 
reflect on your own linguistic experiences and on applications of our course material to your 
current and future professional and personal goals. The final essay and portfolio assignment will 
ask you to write a more comprehensive narrative about your personal experiences with varieties of 
English, your growth in understanding of English grammar, and your plans for using this 
knowledge in the future. In addition, you will select from the shorter writings of the semester 
those that support or further illustrate points in your final essay and revise and edit them to 
create, along with the final essay, an English grammar portfolio. 
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Topic Outline 
Homework and reading assignments will be announced in class and on D2L. Schedule is subject to 
change. 
MJan 9 Introductions 
W Jan 11 Varieties of English 
F Jan 13 Descriptive and prescriptive approaches to grammar 
MJan 16 Martin Luther King Day-no class 
WJan 18 Categories/parts of speech 
F Jan 20 Categories/parts of speech 
MJan23 Categories/parts of speech 
WJan25 Phrases 
F Jan 27 Phrases 
MJan30 Phrases 
W Feb 1 Phrases 
F Feb 3 Test 1 
M Feb6 Functions in the sentence 
W Feb8 Functions in the sentence 
F Feb 10 Functions in the sentence 
M Feb 13 Functions in the sentence 
W Feb 15 Structure of the verb group 
F Feb 17 Lincoln's Birthday--no classes 
M Feb20 Structure of the verb group 
W Feb22 Structure of the verb group 
F Feb 24 Test2 
M Feb27 Finite clauses 
WMar1 Time to work on group presentations 
FMar3 Time to work on group presentations 
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MMar6 Presentations 1 & 2 
WMar8 Finite clauses 
FMar 10 Finite clauses 
Mar 13-17 Spring Break 
MMar20 Non-finite clauses 
WMar22 Non-finite clauses 
FMar24 Non-finite clauses 
MMar27 Test3 
WMar2 9 Presentations 3 ,  4 & 5 
FMar31 Presentations 6 & 7 
MApr3 Structure of the PP, AdjP, AdvP, NP 
WApr5 Strncture of the PP, AdjP, AdvP, NP 
FApr7 Structure of the PP, AdjP, AdvP, NP 
MApr 10 Clauses as parts of the NPs and AdjPs 
W Apr12 Clauses as parts of the NPs and AdjPs 
F Apr 14 Clauses as parts of the NPs and AdjPs 
MApr 17 Special sentences 
WApr1 9 English Studies Conference 
F Apr 21 Special sentences 
MApr24 Final essay and portfolio due; Special sentences 
W Apr26 Test4 
F Apr 28 Review for final 
WMay3 Final Exam 
12:30-2:30 
